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ten Chopin wrote a March and dedicated it to
him. The Grand Duke not only accepted the
dedication but invited the young composer to
play the work to him. Hearing the martial music
he had inspired, the great man obeyed impulse
and began to march up and down the room. He
was so pleased with the music that he gave orders
for its immediate orchestration. It was played
by military bands but, perhaps because the in-
strumentation was by another hand, Chopin's
name did not appear upon the copies. The
Grand Duke was also impressed by Chopin's gift
for improvising at the pianoforte. When he was
in this mood, the boy would throw back his head
and (not unnaturally) look at the ceiling. The
Grand Duke was interested, " Why do you look
there ? " he asked. " Are the notes there ? "

Chopin, however, was neither affected nor
offensively precocious. Certainly his talent was
remarkable enough to attract the attention of
Poland's aristocracy, and he was always being
invited to play in the great houses of the land.
But music flowered in him with a natural grace.

At the age of fourteen, Fryderyk Chopin was
sent to the Lyceum at Warsaw, and Eisner, Di-
rector of the Conservatoire, became his teacher in
harmony and counterpoint. It was fortunate
that, at this important stage of his development,
Fryderyk was in the hands of so wise an instructor
as this Silesian violinist. Eisner, at this time a
man of fifty-five, was a musician of experience, and
a fertile, if unoriginal, composer. He had been